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Participation in Liturgy  
A Quote from Mark Searle E Besl | St Veronica Mass Plus 

 

“While a lot of edifying things have been written  

on the biblical, liturgical and theological basis of active participation,  

it is generally assumed that, programmatically,  

active participation means getting everyone  

to join in the words and gestures allotted to them by the rite.   

 

“That is fair enough as far as it goes, but it does not go far enough.   

According to [Vatican Council II’s Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy] n. 30,   

‘By way of promoting active participation,  

people should be encouraged to take part  

by means of acclamations, responses, psalmody, antiphons and hymns,  

as well as by actions, gestures and bodily attitudes.   

And at the proper time all should observe a reverent silence.’    

 

“These do not constitute what the Council intends by participation, therefore:  

they are merely the indispensable means to a further level of engagement.   

That further level of engagement is engagement in the invisible realities  

signified by the visible rite, namely,  

the exercise of the priestly office of Jesus Christ  

before the throne of God in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

“To participate, then, is  

to allow oneself to become caught up  

in the eternal relationship of the Son to the Father,  

a relationship which was enacted in the incarnate life and death of the Son of God  

and is summarized in the term ‘paschal mystery.’   

 

“It is a relationship into which we are introduced  

when we were first engrafted on to the living body of the church in baptism,  

which we live out day by day in persevering obedience to the Spirit,  

and which we rehearse as a people  

in the weekly celebration of the Eucharist on the Lord’s Day.” 
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